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Our Engagement and 
Implementation team leads 
outreach, training and 
implementation support for 
CaliforniaColleges.edu.

Our Data Services and 
Technical Assistance teams 
help districts bring their data 
files to CaliforniaColleges.edu 
and support CMP alignment.

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2024 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

Implementation Support

Joanna 
Vazquez 
Zelaya

Deputy Director

CCGI has team members dedicated to serving Ventura, LA, and Orange Counties:

Doris Lee
Senior Manager

Monique Bell
Training 
Manager

Dedreiana 
Elliot

Senior Manager

Edwin Cortez
District Data 

Support Analyst

Salvador Garcia 
Dorado

Technical Assistance 
Manager

Danny Vidrio
Technical Assistance 

Manager

Angela Mata
District Data 

Support Analyst

Tamai Johnson
Director

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


3

Our Engagement and 
Implementation team leads 
outreach, training and 
implementation support for 
CaliforniaColleges.edu.

Our Data Services and 
Technical Assistance teams 
help districts bring their data 
files to CaliforniaColleges.edu 
and support CMP alignment.

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2024 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

Implementation Support

Julian 
McDaniels

Director

CCGI has team members dedicated to serving Riverside, San Bernardino, Imperial, and San 
Diego Counties:

Shardai 
Zaragoza

Senior Manager

Kat Zevallos Pastor
Senior Training 

Manager

Chris Dech
Senior Manager

Shannon Bilton-
Terrell

District Data Support 
Analyst

Cheyenne Zamora
Technical 

Assistance Manager

Christine Cortez
Technical Assistance 

Manager

Carmen Harris
District Data 

Support Analyst

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


California College Guidance Initiative
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Who We Are
▶ Manager of CaliforniaColleges.edu, the 

State of California’s official college and 
career planning platform.

▶ A legislatively-designated, authorized 
service provider to all California school 
districts (California Education Code 
60900.5).

▶ A crucial component of California’s Cradle-
to-Career Data System, as established by 
AB 132.

Who We Are Not
▶ A vendor.

▶ A grant-funded program.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=60900.5
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=60900.5


The Tools on CaliforniaColleges.edu
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We provide students with: We provide educators with:

Career Exploration

College and Major Search

College and Financial Aid 
Application Integrations

Financial Aid Lessons

CSU and UC Eligibility Tools

Reporting Tools 
to Support Timely and 
Intentional Intervention

“a-g” Progress Monitoring

Data Alignment Support

College and Financial Aid 
Application Tracking

The State of California’s official college and career planning platform

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Our Role in the Cradle-to-Career Data System 

AB 132 outlines specific steps in order to implement the Cradle-to-
Career (C2C) Data System and realize its objectives, which include:

▶ Making CaliforniaColleges.edu tools and services free to all 
California school districts serving 6-12th grade students, 
with a goal of full participation by June 30, 2026.

▶ Designating CaliforniaColleges.edu as the preferred starting 
point for all applications to California public colleges (CCC, 
CSU, UC), FAFSA, and CADAA. 

CaliforniaColleges.edu is a crucial component of the C2C Data System.

Visit the Cradle-to-Career Website

6CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2024 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://c2c.ca.gov/
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Implementing Equity-Focused State Policies 
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AB 469
Universal FAFSA/CADAA 
for Graduating Seniors

AB 132
Cradle-to-Career 

Data System

AB 130
A-G Completion 

Improvement Grant 
Program

Districts can use the data and reporting tools on CaliforniaColleges.edu to make it 
easier to implement and comply with equity-focused state policies.

AB 2015
Financial Aid Information

Prior to Grade 12

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
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Uniquely Designed for California
▶ We partner with K-12 districts to bring high school transcript data to CaliforniaColleges.edu. 

▶ We connect California systems,including integrations with all three public higher education 
systems (CCC, CSU, UC) and the California Student Aid Commission (CSAC).

COLLEGE

FINANCIAL 
AID

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Why it Matters

According the most recent DataQuest College-
Going Rate report, 88% of high school 
completers from local counties who enrolled 
in college did so at a UC, CSU or CCC.

Most California high school students will attend a California public 
higher education institution:

9CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2024 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/page2.asp?level=County&subject=CGR&submit1=Submit
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/page2.asp?level=County&subject=CGR&submit1=Submit
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


CCGI Districts in the Cal Poly Pomona
Local Service Area
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Los Angeles County
▶ Baldwin Park Unified School District
▶ Bassett Unified
▶ Bonita Unified School District
▶ Hacienda la Puente Unified School District
▶ Pomona Unified School District
▶ West Covina Unified School District
▶ Azusa Unified School District
▶ Charter Oak Unified
▶ Claremont Unified
▶ Covina-Valley Unified School District
▶ Glendora Unified School District
▶ Rowland Unified School District
▶ Walnut Valley Unified School District

San Bernardino County
▶ Chino Valley Unified School District
▶ Chaffey Joint Union High School District
▶ Upland Unified School District

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2024 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

▷ In Contracting▶ Partner ▶ Non-Partner

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Alignment to District Goals and Priorities

How do these align to your site/district goals, priorities or initiatives?

▶ Expanding college/career exploration and knowledge for all students.
▶ Increasing “a-g” completion for high school students.
▶ Reducing the burden on students when applying to college through CMP course alignment.
▶ Increasing college application support and completion for all students.
▶ Increasing CSU and UC application support and completion for CSU/UC-eligible students.
▶ Expanding awareness of financial aid and increasing financial aid completion.

Through strategic implementation, CaliforniaColleges.edu can support with:

LCAP SPSA
11CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2024 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Using CaliforniaColleges.edu 
within an MTMDSS Framework

Pomona Unified School District



Melissa Serrano-Abarca, M.A., P.P.S.

● School Counselor | Arroyo Elementary School, Pomona, CA

● 4 years at Pomona Unified School District

● Elementary School Counselor Lead for District’s School 

Counseling  Department Leadership Team 

● PUSD Elementary School Counselor of the Year, 2022



● College & Career Wednesdays 
○ College Gear Wear 

● Tier 1 Classroom Lessons (K-12) regarding 
College & Career Readiness

● School Counseling Theme 
○ October : College & Career Awareness



Elementary School Level



Arroyo Elementary School - Pomona, CA
TK-6th Grade

Student Groups

Enrollment:  
507

Socioeconomically 
Disadvantaged:

95.5%

English Learners:
39.3%

Foster Youth:
2%

Homeless:
15.4%

Students w Disabilities:
10.7%

Hispanic:  
95.1%

White:
2.2%

African American
1.4%

Asian:
0.4%

Filipino:
0.2%

Two or More Races:
0.4%

Pacific Islander:
0.2%

Race/Ethnicity

Student Population (2022) CA Dashboard https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/19649076021802/2022

Partnership with Cal Poly 
Caminos

5th Grade Field Trip to UCLA

College & Career Scavenger 
Hunt School Wide Activity

https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/19649076021802/2022


Tier 1 Lessons - Elementary

Kindergarten
When I Grow Up

1st Grade
Different Job Environments

3rd Grade
What Do I Like? (Hobbies – Future Careers)

2nd Grade
Monsters University

4th Grade
College Awareness

5th Grade
The Game of Life

6th Grade
Welcome & Interest Profiler



6th Grade
Introduction to 
CaliforniaColleges.edu & 
Interest Profiler
○ B-LS1. Critical thinking skills to make informed decisions
○ B-LS5. Media & technology skills to enhance learning



Middle School Level



Yvette Tumbeiro, M.S., P.P.S.
● School Counselor | 2 years Diamond Ranch High School, 

Pomona, CA

● 6 years Former Middle School Counselor at Lorbeer Middle 

School

● 9 years as a counselor, 8 years at Pomona Unified School 

District

● Participate as Lead for District’s School Counseling  

Department Leadership Team 



Lorbeer Middle School - Pomona, CA
7th & 8th Grade

Student Groups

Enrollment:  
607

Socioeconomically 
Disadvantaged:

75.5

English Learners:
8.7%

Foster Youth:
1.3%

Homeless:
8.4%

Students w Disabilities:
14%

Hispanic:  
76.6%

White:
5.3%

African American
3.3%

Asian:
6.9%

Filipino:
3%

Two or More Races:
3.3%

Pacific Islander:
0.3%

Race/Ethnicity

Student Population (2022) CA Dashboard https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/19649071937028/2022

American Indian:
0.2%

https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/19649071937028/2022


7th & 8th Grade
Future Alma Mater

○ B-LS1. Critical thinking skills to make 
informed decisions

○ B-LS5. Media & technology skills to 
enhance learning



California Colleges.edu

Part 1 Activity

Search a College you are interested in 



Click the heart for the college you 
choose



7th & 8th  Grade
Future Alma Mater

○ B-LS1. Critical thinking skills to make 
informed decisions

○ B-LS5. Media & technology skills to 
enhance learning

Part 2 Activity:

● Begin researching your college. 

• Answer all the questions on the 
worksheet called: College Research 
Project: Information Gathering 

• Go to you My College Plan and 
click on the name of your selected 
college to view the factsheet.



High School Level: 
Pomona High School



Elia Vasquez-Brooks M.S, P.P.S., C.W.A., LMFT

● Lead School Counselor at Pomona High  School, Pomona, CA

● 25 year working with youth 16 years at Pomona Unified School 

District

● Participate as Lead for District’s School Counseling  

Department Leadership Team 



Pomona High School - Pomona, CA
9th-12th Grade

Student Groups

Enrollment:  
1,113

Socioeconomically 
Disadvantaged:

94.1%

English Learners:
23.3%

Foster Youth:
1.1%

Homeless:
16.8%

Students w Disabilities:
18.1%

Hispanic:  
88.3%

White:
1.3%

African American
6.8%

Asian:
1.7%

Filipino:
0.3%

Two or More Races:
0.9%

Pacific Islander:
0.2%

Race/Ethnicity

Student Population (2022) CA Dashboard https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/19649071937028/2022

American Indian:
0.3%

https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/19649071937028/2022


We have 4 counselors for 1,200 students 
We are grade level and we follow our students

● We use Californiacolleges.edu  
for our lessons in college/career 
search, FAFSA/College 
applications.



● We use reports to help keep track of submitted applications for the CSU and UC
● To see who has created their college list and done the career inventory



● One of the best tools I like about Californiacolleges.edu is that it gives us a report of 
students who are meeting their A-G and those students who are not meeting it.

● You can then create smaller groups and help those not meeting A-G look at community 
college, trade school or military. 



High School Level:
Garey High School



Nayely Hernandez, M.S., P.P.S., S.B.B.C. 

● School Counselor | Garey High School, 

Pomona, CA

● 4 years at Pomona Unified School District

● 9th - 12th grade, Alpha Caseload



Garey High School - Pomona, CA
9th-12th Grade 

Student Groups

Enrollment:  
1,691

Socioeconomically 
Disadvantaged:

97.1%

English Learners:
27%

Foster Youth:
0.9%

Homeless:
18.2%

Students w Disabilities:
14.8%

Hispanic:  
95.2%

White:
1%

African American
1.3%

Asian:
1.6%

Filipino:
0.1%

Two or More Races:
0.2%

Pacific Islander:
0.1%

Race/Ethnicity

Student Population (2022) CA Dashboard https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/19649071933324/2022

American Indian:
0.1%

https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/19649071933324/2022


Tier 1 Lessons
9th Grade 10th Grade

11th Grade 12th Grade

9th Grade College Investigation Lesson 10th Grade Career  Investigation Lesson

11th Grade “My Financial Aid Plan” 
(Module 1&2)

Last year:
- Had students link CaliforniaColleges.edu account 
to their CSU applications (video here)

This year:
-Student have already completed “My Financial Aid 
Plan” (Module 1)
-Will be launching the FAFSA through the portal 
(Module 2)
-Will be launching CSU application through portal-Understanding Financial Aid

-Finding Your College Costs

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12n56YcXiApyaKVnpF1ENnggMKirl98CQUSSLR-xdMFM/edit#slide=id.p1
https://vimeo.com/592300310
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ks5-cwa6xAWbVM0D0f_7etbWhBz7Nyb9DFw17wLw_UQ/edit#slide=id.p


Shareable Lesson Templates
9th Grade 10th Grade

9th Grade College Investigation Lesson 10th Grade Career  Investigation Lesson

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ks5-cwa6xAWbVM0D0f_7etbWhBz7Nyb9DFw17wLw_UQ/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/12n56YcXiApyaKVnpF1ENnggMKirl98CQUSSLR-xdMFM/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ks5-cwa6xAWbVM0D0f_7etbWhBz7Nyb9DFw17wLw_UQ/copy


http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


Questions?



Appendices
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▶ Introducing CaliforniaColleges.edu — View this joint announcement from the California 
Department of Education, California Cradle-to-Career Data System, University of California, 
California State University, California Community Colleges, and California Student Aid 
Commission.

▶ California Education Code 60900.5 — Review the Ed Code that names CCGI as an 
authorized provider of an institutional service to all California public school districts and that 
outlines the role of CaliforniaCollege.edu in the state’s work to make college-going a more 
streamlined experience for students.

▶ AB 132 and the Cradle-to-Career Data System — Learn about AB 132 and the role of 
CaliforniaColleges.edu in the California Cradle-to-Career Data System.

▶ The California College Guidance Initiative — Learn more about the work and mission of 
CCGI, our partnerships, and team members.

▶ CCGI Newsroom — See where our work has been featured by local, state, and national media 
outlets, as well as numerous studies and reports that feature our approaches and impact.

CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2024 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

https://www.californiacolleges.edu/learnmore/about-californiacolleges
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=60900.5
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GEklsoW459p6cneB3FeDKiWAdyaCgimx/view
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/newsroom/
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/


Additional Resources

Get On-Demand Training on How to Use CaliforniaColleges.edu
californiacolleges.edu/#/virtual-trainings-partner-districts

Visit the Resource Hub
californiacolleges.edu/resourcehub/resources/

Check Out Our Videos on Vimeo
vimeo.com/californiacolleges/

Contact Us Directly for Assistance
californiacolleges.edu/#/contact-us

40CaliforniaColleges.edu is managed by the California College Guidance Initiative. © 2024 California College Guidance Initiative. All rights reserved.

Find Answers to Common Questions on Our Help Page
californiacolleges.edu/resourcehub/help/

http://californiacolleges.edu/#/virtual-trainings-partner-districts
http://www.californiacolleges.edu/resourcehub/resources/
https://vimeo.com/californiacolleges/portfolios/sort:alphabetical/format:detail
http://californiacolleges.edu/#/contact-us
https://www.cacollegeguidance.org/
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/resourcehub/help/


Thank You!
41
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